








Criminibas debent Hortos, Pretoria, Menfas, 
Argeatum Vetus, & flantem extra Pocula Caprutm. 
Juv. 





J Cares D'Anvers, E/7 
SIR, 
swans HHO UGH the Reflections of one of 
fx your Correfpondents, who fubjcribes 
ay himfelf Mercator, on fome Frauds late- 
m=, ly difcover’d at an Ea/?-India Sale, are 
(~@ very juft in the main; yet I muft take 
the Liberty to except againit an Infe- 
rence or two, which he has drawn from them, and 
beg Leave to add fome farther Obfervations on that 
Subject. 

1 am fully of this Gentleman’s Opinion, That the 
utmofi Care ought to be taken that no Corruptions and 
Abules fhould be admitted in‘o Trading Companies ; 
or, fince the beft Precautions are often vain, that they 
Should never efcape with impunity, when difecwerd. 
How far the Cafe of Mr. Ecc/effone may fall under 
this Head, and his Praétices be fubjeét to an Impu- 
tation of Fraud, I fhall leave the World to determine, 
from the Complaint of tho/e Perfons, who are fup- 
pofed to be injured by them, and the Proceedings of 
the general Court of the Ea/t-India Company, as well 
as from that Account, which has been made publick 
in the Whitebal! Evening Poft s together with your 
Corre{pondent’s Obfervations upon it. . 

ut 
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But I can by no means agree with this Gentleman, 
that we are now obliged to juppofe Mr, Eccleftone en- 
tirely innocent, from the Refolutions, which were taken 
in that Aflembly; which ended only in an Adjourn- 
ment of the Queftion, fine Die, whether be was guilty 
or not ; to which peculiar Method of Proceeding they 
were induced, no doubt, by very good Reafons; for 
had his Cafe been as c/ear, or his Defence as full, as 
the Author of that Paper feems to reprefent it, the 
Bufinefs of the Day would, in all Probability, have 
concluded in an unanimous Vote of his Zxnocence, in- 
itead of fuch an extraordinary Su/penficn of their Judg- 
ment ; which leaves the Affair of his Condu& totally 
undecided, jut as they found it, when they firft met 
together. 

Whether the Examination of this Matter is ever to. 
be refumed either by the fame Affemb/y, or by fome 
higher Power, I cannot pretend to determine ; but I 
will be free to declare, with your Correfpondent, that 
it is abfolutely neceflary, for the full Juftification of 
the Company, as well as Mr. Eccleffone, that a Point: 
of fuch Confequence to all fair Jraders fhould lave 
fome farther Engniry made into its efpecially at this 
Junéture, when we feem to be in no fmall Danger of 
being involved in an expenfive War, in order to fup- 
port that particular Branch of Commerce. 

The Reafons for this will ftill appear much ftronger, 
if it be true (as I have often heard it afferted) that 
Mr. Eccleftone himfelf, in his Defence, as it is called, 
did not pretend fully to ju/ify his own Condué& ; but, 
on the contrary, feem’d to acknowledge that he had 
been led by bad Precedents, together with the Frail- 
ties and Infirmities of human Nature, into fome 
Praétices, which, upon ferious Reflection, he found 
Reafon to repent of ; and that he had been unhap- 
pily guilty of fome Miffates and Neg/e@ in the Duty 
of his Office, as well as the poor Warehoufe-Keeper + 
in Extenuation of which, I am told, that he defired 
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to look back to his former Behaviour; and hoped, if 
they had, at any Time, found him ufeful to Trade, 
or inftrumental in the Service of the Company, that 
they would overlook this Mifcarriage and indulge 
him for once, in the Frai/ties of his Nature. 

Iam very unwilling, on any Account, to inter- 
pofe myfelf between wxbappy Men and Mercy; efpe- 
cially fince we are informed, by a late Cowrant, that 
fome Perfons concerned in the Management of the 
Offend Company, who are fubjeét, it feems, to the 
jame Infirmities, and have been guilty of fuch kind 
of Miffakes and Negle@ in their Duty, have met with 
the like Lenity s tho’ fuch Indulgences are inconfift- 
ent with the antient Politicks of thofe Countries ; 
tor Sir William Temple informs us, that the great 
Trade of the Netherlands was formerly owing to no- 
thing more than to the Exa@ne/s of their Regulations, 
and to the Severity of their Juflice againff every A- 
éufe init. And as to the Cafe of former Merit and 
Services, the great Earl of Clarendon tells us, in his 
Speech againft the corrupt Fudges in King Char/es the 
F.rf’s Reign, when he carried up an Impeachment a- 
gainft them to the Houfe of Lords, that if they ap- 
peared to their Lordfhips under the Reputation of Pru- 
dence and Integrity, in all Cafes, except Thefe pre- 
jented to them, Their Lerdfoips would be at leaft of the 
fame Opinion, that He of Lacedemon was of the A- 
thenians. Jf they carried themfelves well, when Time 
was, and now ill, they deferve a double Punifbment ; 
becaufe they are not good, as they were, and becaufe 
they are evil, as they were not. 

However, it is to be wifhed (and I hope not to be 
doubted) that whatever Lenity may be thought proper 
to be ufed towards thefe wnbappy Men, it will in no 
manner impede the /fride/i Enquiry into the Bottom 
of this Affair, in order to prevent, for the future, the 
like Infirmities, Miftakes, and Negl&; and whenjo- 
ever or wherefiever this feafonable Enquiry fhall be 
made, 
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made, I think it cannot be improper that the follow- 
ing Quéries (which I have heard often put in private 
Converfation ) fhould alfo be confidered, viz. 


Q. I. Whether the Governors and principal Perfons 
in their Fafories abroad do not generally raife 
very great Eftates; which may fometimes be made 
by divers unwarrantable Praétices, and the Op- 
preffion of the Merchants in thofe Countries, to 
the Prejudice of the Intereft of their Mafters in 


England. 

2. IL Whether their Super-Cargoes to China, 
(where the Company have no fettléd Fafory) be- 
ing invefted with a full Power to difpofe of the 
whole Cargoes of their refpeétive Ships, and lay 
out the Produce of them in the Goods of the 
Country, do not fometimes put off great Quanti- 
ties of Si/eer upon the Account of Themfelves and 
fome particular powerful Men, at double or treble 
the Market Price, to the manifeft Damage of the 
Company; the Purchajers of fuch Silver finding 
their Recompence in the Sale of their Country 
Commodities, at the fame exorbitant Rates, for 
the Company's Ufe > 

Q. Il. Whether their Captains and other Officers 
do-not frequently exceed their Indulgences, by 
bringing home much greater Quantities of Goods, 
than are allowed by the Regulations of the Com- 
pany, to their own unjuft Advantage, and the ap- 
parent Detriment of the Proprietors ? 

Q2.1V. Whether the above-mentioned Prattices, 
and’ many more of the fame corrupt Nature, are 
not fometimes well known to particular Dire4ors, 
and by them connived at or encouraged for a Share 
in the Plunder? 

2. V. Whether, if all or any of thefe Practices 
and Corruptions are at any Time in Ufe, the Per- 
fons guilty of them, or any of them, have not 
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thereby manifeftly broken their Oaths to the Com- 


pany, and fhamefully violated the Tru? repofed in 


them? 


2, VI. Whether the accidental Difcovery of fo 


extraordinary a Fraud, as is faid to have been 
made at a late Sale, ought not juftly to awaken. the 
Proprietors and. Direéors to a Sufpicion, that fome 
others of their Officers and Servants may have 
miftaken or negleéted, if not manifeftly tranfgreffed, 
their refpective Duties, befides this axbappy, poor 
Man, whom they have lately found guilty of fome 
matural Infirmities, and fufpended from his Office? 
And whether the ftrifteft and moft publick In- 
quiry would not be proper at this Juncture, in 
order to vindicate the Reputation of their inno- 
cent Officers, by punifhing the Offences. of the 
Guilty? 


Give me Leave to conclude, Sir,, with one of Sir 


William Temple's Obfervations on Trade, from his 
accurate Account of the united Provinces of the Ne- 
sherlands before-mentioneds 


“ It is, fays be, no conftant Rule, that Trade 


«* makes Riches; for there may be a Trade, which 


« 


- 


“ 


o 
- 


ac 


c. 


impoverifoes a Kingdom ; as it is not going often 
to Market that enriches the Country-Man; but, 
on the contrary, if every Time he comes. there, 
he éuys to a greater Value than he /2//s, he grows 
the poorer, the oftner he goes ; but the only and’ 
certain Scale of Riches arifing from Trade in a Na- 
tion, is the Proportion of -what is exported, for 
the Confumption of Others, to what is imported 
for their own. 
I am, SIR, 
Your bumble Servant, 


dD. CIVICUS. 
I think 
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I think myfelf highly obliged to the Author of 
the foregoing Letter, and. muft confefs that I have 
myfelf uently heard Complaints of the fame 
Praétices, mentioned in thefe Queries ; which feem, 
at this @'ime, to deferve and and the 
Scrutiny. Thave often been affured, that the Ea/- 
India Comp any have feveral Governments in their Dif- 
pofal, of much greater Value than any in his Majefty’s 
Gift ; not excepting even that greateft and moft 
honourable of all; the Lreurenancy of IrnELAnD$ 
which we have the more Reafon to believe, becaufe 
we have feen feveral Perfons return from thofe Em- 
ployments, after a Stay of three or four Years only, 
laden with immenfe Wealth ; affecting. the Port and 
Grandeur of Britifo Noblemen; and cultivating Al- 
liances with the moft powerful Families in the King- 
dom. But the greateft Grievance is, that they com- 
monly difcover the fame governing Spirit here, 
which they exercifed abroad, and attempt the fame 
Kind of Dominion and Authority over the Countries 
where they fettle, which they found practicable in 
thofe foreign and arbitrary Commands. 








Cayhe, Jan. 75 CAL. DANVERS. 








